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Social Security scams, 2015 
Sixty-two million people receive Social Security payments each 
month, and con artists are going where the money is. With the 
number and cleverness of SS scams increasing, we’ll alert you to 
some of the more common schemes. 

Don’t fall for these scams
1. A Social Security Administration “employee” calls and 

threatens legal action because of fraudulent use of your SS 
account. To avoid arrest you need to call a phone number 
immediately and confirm your personal information such as 
your SS and bank account numbers. Doing so would mean certain identity theft.  

2.  The caller informs you that your SS benefits are being cut because you have inherited a house from a relative – all 
you have to do is pay the back taxes to get the house sale proceeds and restore your benefits.

3.  You receive a mailed notice that has an official-looking design (similar to SSA letterhead) touting services for a fee 
-- that the SSA already provides for free.

4.  You are offered (usually via direct mail) additional SS benefits for an application “filing fee”. Filling out the 
application would hand the crook a fee plus your personal information. Note that the SSA has a process for 
appealing for increased benefits, and you can hire someone to help, but you should initiate the process yourself. 

5.  A con artist posing as an SSA employee calls and needs to check your records for accuracy or tells you that you are 
required to get a new SS card in order to get you to reveal personal information.

6.  A friendly sounding “tax preparer” calls offering tax return assistance with the promise of a refund, usually for a fee 
under $100. The scammer requests multiple years-worth of 1099 statements, misreports your benefits amount and 
creates a bogus refund amount. You might receive a refund, but when the IRS discovers the faulty information, you 
will be forced to pay it back plus interest and penalties.

7.  In a variation on the tax scheme, the tax preparer claims that you are due a refund (because of the recent lack of 
cost of living increases).  The thief will not only charge you for filing a tax return, but also steal your personal 
information.

8.  You receive a postal letter from a “company” informing you that the federal government has increased the taxable 
amount of your SS benefits and that the company will help you avoid paying this increase – you simply need to 
confirm your personal information. 

Stay alert and don’t get fooled
SS recipients receive legitimate mail from the SSA regarding matters like benefit increases, tax statements and future 
benefits. Other than that, be wary of any unsolicited communication from anyone:



Harmonies at 
Meetinghouse Village
In June, Meetinghouse Village enjoyed a visit 
by The Bowtie Guys – a men’s chorale from the 
southern Maine seacoast area. Mixing four-part 
harmonies and solos, the group blended popular 
and sacred tunes in a stimulating performance.

Executive Director Brad Ellis 
receives leadership award
Leading our Vernon facility, Brad was awarded a 2015 American 
College of Health Care Administrators Eli Pick Facility Leadership 
Award, which recognizes administrators whose teams have achieved a 
level of organizational quality that few others have been able to reach. Of the thousands considered across the nation, 
only 257 administrators passed the requirements. Further, Brad was one of 227 leaders who received the award with 
virtual recognition, which takes into account several rigorous facility quality and performance measures. Well done 
Brad and the entire team at Vernon! 

•	 Claiming to be from the SSA

•	 Offering a service related to SS benefits

•	 Asking for personal information or who will charge you a fee of 
any kind

If thieves do get your personal information, they may create an account 
on the SS website and change the now-required direct-deposit bank 
account to their own prepaid debit card.

If you have the slightest doubt about a letter or phone call related to 
your Social Security, the safest route is to check with the Social Security 
Administration before responding further. To contact the SSA:

Call: 1-800-772-1213

Visit: www.ssa.gov/agency/contact 
Visit your local SSA office (search on the SSA website)

Write: Social Security Administration
Office of Public Inquiries 
1100 West High Rise 
6401 Security Blvd.  
Baltimore, MD 21235
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Gifts to the Annual Fund
January 1 – June 4, 2015

Advent Christian Church
Island Pond, VT
  
Advent Christian Church 
Vernon, VT

Advent Christian Church  
Haverhill, MA 
  
Advent Christian General Conference
Charlotte, NC

Pembroke A.C. Church 
Pembroke, GA

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Blake
Live Oak, FL
In memory of Rev. Earl Waterman

Mrs. Eleanor Bowden
Kittery, ME
  
Ms. Nancy Brosz
Brattleboro, VT
In memory of Harry Morse
  
Mr. & Mrs. Jerome Burke
Nashua, NH
In memory of Victoria Russell
  
Mrs. Rosabelle Carpenter 
Rockbridge, OH

Mr. and Mrs. Clark Cole
Dayton, ME
In honor of Floyd and Musa Powers
  
Ms. Kathleen Cooke
Brattleboro, VT
In memory of Patricia Fowler
  
Mrs. Janet DuBois
Taylorsville, NC
In memory of Wendell Dubois

Mrs. Joanne Garner 
Dubuque, IA
 

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gedney
West Falmouth, MA

Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Goodwin 
Northfield, MA
  
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hogan
Sarasota, FL
In memory of Patricia Fowler
  
Hope Community Church 
Dover, NH
  
Mr. & Mrs. Myron Imbody
Worcester, MA
  
Mr. & Mrs. Norb Johnston 
Brattleboro, VT
  
Mrs. Sharon Jones 
Palm Harbor, FL 

Mr. and Mrs. Leon Lombard 
Arlington, MA

Rev. and Mrs. Robert Miller 
Bristol, CT
  
Rev. Philip Nelson
Vernon, VT
In memory of Harry Morse

Dr. and Mrs. David Neumeister
Vernon, VT
In memory of Harry Morse
  
Rev. & Mrs. David Northrup
Live Oak, FL
  
Mr. John Pestle
Grand Rapids, MI  
  
Ms. Nancy Piper
Meredith, NH  
  
Oak Hill Bible Church
Oxford, MA
  

Ms. Norma Rice 
Brattleboro, VT 
In memory of Harry Morse

Riverpoint Advent Christian Church
W. Warwick, RI

Ms. Arlene Slate
Brattleboro, VT
In memory of Patricia Fowler
  
Mr. & Mrs. Wesley Vandervliet 
Canton, CT
In memory of Augusta Couch 

WH&FMS
Clovis, NM

Mr. Ralph Young 
El Centro, CA
In memory of Alice Finch

 IndIcates member of the 
barnabas cIrcle

For more information on 
joining this group 
of friends, please 

contact us at:

Advent Christian Retirement 
Communities

22 Greenway Drive
Vernon, VT 05354



A Gift Annuity is a popular way for you to leave a lasting legacy 
for future residents of ACRC while also providing you or a loved 
one with fixed income for life and potential tax benefits.

Gift Annuities can also be tailored and funded according to 
various options. What remains constant, however, are the 
guaranteed lifetime payments – as well as the impact your gift will 
have on the lives of those we serve.

The table illustrates sample 
rates of return according to 
your age. 

For a personalized illustration including 
rates and tax benefits, call us at 

1-207-747-9264

Give and receive at the same time...

This ad is purely informational. Neither ACRC nor any of its representatives engage in tax or legal 
advice, which should be sought from a professional. Rates for new contracts may change during the 
year, so call or write to confirm the most current rates.

Your Age Annual Return
60 4.4%
65 4.7%
70 5.1%
75 5.8%
80 6.8%
85 7.8%
90 9.0%

Source: American Council on 
Gift Annuities.
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