Fall 2017

CROSSROADS
Chaplaincy change at Meetinghouse
An important staff change took place at Meetinghouse
Village in September. Rev. Bob Hett, chaplain since 2012,
retired from his post, and Rev. George Middleton of Massena,
NY assumed the chaplaincy.
Both men are seasoned pastors in the Advent Christian
denomination. Bob has served in a pastoral role since 1962 as
a student clergy in college, and then for 50+ years in thirteen
pastorates around the United States. His ministry has also
included radio broadcasts, evangelism, music ministry and
even chaplaincy with two minor league baseball teams. He
received special recognition at the denomination’s 2014
national convention for surpassing 50 years of service – a
distinction earned by only a small handful of other AC clergy.
George served four years in the Navy, stationed mainly in
the Philippines. Following his service he obtained a degree
from Moody Bible Institute. After serving as a volunteer
to children in the Melrose, MA church, he eventually was
ordained to the ministry and carried out his pastoral career
in Danville, Quebec; Crouseville, Maine; and Massena, NY
since 1994.
Having a full-time in-house Chaplain is somewhat unusual
for a retirement community the size of Meetinghouse, but our
historic denominational ties and our commitment to serve
seniors in Christ’s name marks us distinctively anyway.
Bob and his wife Donna have enriched our life at
Meetinghouse, and they will continue as residents. We also
look forward to the next phase in our life as a community
with George and his wife Leslie joining us. Above all, we’re
thankful for faithful servants who have brought the unique
touch of their ministry to our campuses throughout the years.

Bob and Donna Hett with George and Leslie Middleton at the “transition”
reception in September.

Vernon Homes racks up awards
For the second time, Vernon Green Nursing Home (on the Vernon,
VT campus) has received two distinguished awards for senior care
organizations this year.
The Excellence in Action award recognizes long-term care and senior
living organizations that achieve the highest level of excellence, as
evidenced by overall resident or employee satisfaction scores that
rank within the top 10 percent of the NRC Health product database.
The NRC is the largest proprietary satisfaction database for senior
care in the U.S.
The Eli Pick Facility Leadership Award is granted annually by the
American College of Healthcare Administrators. It uses data-driven
criteria to identify high-performing skilled nursing facilities and the
leaders who make them excel. A significant distinction, fewer than
9% of facilities nationwide qualify for the award.
Congratulations to Executive Director Brad Ellis and the team at
Vernon for the continuing provision of excellence in their field!

Book recommendation:
Finding Grace in the
Face of Dementia
A diagnosis of dementia in a loved one can be both frightening and
frustrating. Drawing on years of professional experience working
with Alzheimer’s patients, Dr. John Dunlop wants to transform the
way we think about dementia. Rooting his vision of care in the
inherent dignity that stems from the fact that all people are made
in the image of God, he explains biblical principles, describes the
experience of dementia, and answers common questions about the
condition. With a plan for how to care for patients with compassion
and respect, this book helps caregivers, family members, and anyone
else affected by dementia honor God as they improve the quality of
care to patients. ~ Amazon
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Gifts to the Annual Fund

(May 11 to September 6, 2017)

Advent Christian Church
(Hope Community)
Dover, NH
Advent Christian Church
Haverhill, MA
Advent Christian Church
(Bixler Memorial)
Live Oak, FL
Advent Christian Church
Torrington, CT
Advent Christian Church
Vernon, VT
Advent Christian Church (Berea)
Smoaks, SC
Anonymous
Rev. & Mrs. Dwight Dean
Windsor Locks, CT
In memory of Al Peckham
Rev. & Mrs. Dwight Dean
Windsor Locks, CT
In memory of David & Dorothy Dean
Michael & Julia Dehaan
Naples, FL
Bob & Sandy Erickson
Eustis, FL
Mrs. Jeanette Fletcher
Vernon Rockville, CT
In memory of Priscilla Taber
Fraternal Order of Eagles, Aux. 2445
Brattleboro, VT
In memory of Marie Mattson
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Gregor
South Deerfield, MA
In memory of Annie Gregor

Michael & Patricia Hanley
Victoria, TX
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Healy
Litchfield, CT
Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Hutchinson
East Hampstead, NH
Mr. & Mrs. Norb Johnston
Shelburne Falls, MA

Indicates member of
The Barnabas Circle
Indicates member of
The Founders Partnership
For more information on
joining these groups of friends,
please contact us at:
207-439-7280

Mrs. Sharon Jones
Palm Harbor, FL
Mr. & Mrs. George Karl
South Lee, MA

Rev. David Northrup
Live Oak, FL
In memory of Arthur & Hilda Northrup

Mr. & Mrs. John Ladd
North Adams, MA
In memory of Eleanor Bowden

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Rose
East Hanover, NJ

Mr. Leon Lombard
Arlington, MA

Mr. & Mrs. Larry Underwood
Gill, MA

Mrs. Judi Marston
Vernon, VT

W.H. & F.M.S.
Friendship, ME

Eunice Martin
Kittery, ME

Rev. & Mrs. George Waterman
Live Oak, FL
In memory of Rev. & Mrs. Earl Waterman

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Miller
Vernon, VT
Rev. & Mrs. Robert Miller
Bristol, CT

Mr. & Mrs. Ralph Young
El Centro, CA
In memory of Gerald Aulis

Rev. William Monroe
Vernon, VT
New Life Conference
Richmond, MA
Mr. & Mrs. C. J. Nicely
Fincastle, VA

3

Give and receive at the same time...
A Gift Annuity is a popular way for you to leave a lasting legacy for future
residents of ACRC while also providing you or a loved one with fixed
income for life and potential tax benefits.
Gift Annuities can also be tailored and funded according to various options.
What remains constant, however, are the guaranteed lifetime payments – as
well as the impact your gift will have on the lives of those we serve.
The table illustrates sample rates of return according to your age.
Your Age

Annual Return

60

4.4%

65

4.7%

70

5.1%

75

5.8%

80

6.8%

85

7.8%

90

9.0%

Source: American Council on
Gift Annuities.

For a personalized
illustration including
rates and tax
benefits, call us at

207-747-9264
This ad is purely informational. Neither ACRC nor any of its representatives engage in tax or legal advice,
which should be sought from a professional. Rates for new contracts may change during the year, so call or
write to confirm the most current rates.
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